SPEAKERS

Andrew Skelton, Capital Chambers, Wellington

Andrew specialises in civil litigation and arbitration, particularly in the areas

of construction, property, leases, procurement, insurance, sports disputes and
disciplinary proceedings. He has degrees in law from Canterbury University,
University College London and Oxford University. Andrew is a member of the
AMINZ Arbitration and Adjudication Panels and a panel arbitrator and adjudicator
for the Building Disputes Tribunal.

Please note: on Andrew Skelton’s appointment to the bench,
Katrina Van Houtte has kindly accepted our invitation to chair the day.

Mair Brooks, KPMG, Auckland

Mair is an Infrastructure Advisory Partner with over 25 years of global experience
with a track record in designing and delivering large transformational change

in infrastructure and complex business environment across government and the
corporate sector. As an infrastructure specialist she has designed, delivered and
reviewed major projects, and portfolios that cover an estimated value of nearly
$350bn of assets covering transport, education, health, mining, water, utilities,

oil and gas sectors. Since returning to New Zealand in late 2019, Mair has been
working to uplift the procurement capability in the infrastructure sector, this
includes adopting social procurement practices. She is an advocate for diversity
and inclusiveness and enjoys building teams and supporting leaders to reach their
full potential and is the KPMG NZ Gender Leader.

Sam Holden, Chapman Tripp, Auckland

Sam is a disputes partner in the Construction & Major Projects team. He acts for
the firm’s largest clients in complex construction disputes, achieving excellent
results in the courts, arbitration, adjudication and settlements. Sam also advises on
insolvency issues impacting construction projects, assisting receivers, voluntary
administrators and liquidators.

Christine Meechan KC, Bankside Chambers, Auckland

Christine practises exclusively in the field of commercial litigation, focusing

on insurance and construction disputes and has a wealth of experience as a civil
litigator, especially in insurance and construction disputes. Those broad practice
areas involve a huge range of cases, from earthquake claims to directors’ and
officers’ liability claims in the insurance space and defective building claims and
contractual battles in the construction space. She acted for the Auckland Council in
a 20-week trial of a defective building claim in the Auckland High Court in 2022.
Christine is a Fellow of the Arbitrators and Mediators Institute of New Zealand
(AMINZ) and a member of the AMINZ arbitration panel.
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Arie Moore, Reflective Construction Law, Wellington

Arie is the founder and Director of Reflective Construction Law, and a specialist
construction and projects lawyer. He advises clients on the development and
procurement of projects as well as resolving disputes during construction. He
specialises in construction law (front and back-end), not-for-profit governance,
strategy, and legal advice. Arie is currently the President of the Society of
Construction Law New Zealand and takes an active role to further the development
of construction law in New Zealand.

Alison Murray, MBIE, Wellington

Alison has worked in procurement for 30 years in operational, leadership and
consulting roles in the United Kingdom and New Zealand across a range of

sectors including car manufacturing, financial services, health and construction.
For seven years with the Ministry of Education, Alison played an integral part in
the team responsible for transforming infrastructure procurement and commercial
management for school asset management and construction projects. Joining MBIE
as the Director Construction Procurement Transformation in September 2021,

she has been involved in the work of the Accord at a leadership level since then,
especially through the shaping of the Sector Transformation Plan 2022-2025, and is
now leading the Client Leadership workstream in the role of Transformation Lead
for this area.

James Riddoch, Greenwood Roche, Christchurch

James is a specialist front-end construction lawyer with a particular focus on
social infrastructure. He is a partner in Greenwood Roche’s construction team in
Christchurch and supports a range of clients in the procurement and contracting of
major projects. James is the current Chair of the South Island Region of Property
Council New Zealand and is a director on the Property Council’s national board.

Katrina Van Houtte, Dentons Kensington Swan, Auckland

Katrina is a partner in the Major Projects and Construction team in Auckland with
over 16 years’ experience. A construction and infrastructure projects specialist, she
advises clients on front-end and back-end construction matters, with a particular
focus on resolving complex issues arising during the course of a project delivery.
Katrina also advises clients on a range of other commercial and public law
disputes.
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